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				            Try to open a new PDF. Adobe says it must restart. I click OK, figuring it just needs to restart the reader itself.



Reboots entire computer instead... For a PDF reader update...



Uninstall time!
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				            Bought a second hand e-reader and now importing nearly 1k of PDF files into Calibre's library.



Its taking huge amounts of ram and my laptop started freezing.



~$ nano clean.sh



while :

do

          sudo sync; echo 3 > /proc/sys/vm/drop_caches

done



~$ chmod +x clean.sh

~$ ./clean.sh



👌
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				            Client: We want an application such that our users can view the 3D rendering of the building we are constructing for them

PM: That's quite easy, we'll get it done

Client: Oh, and the output should be a PDF document, such that they can view the 3D rendering on a PDF reader on the go

PM: That's not a problem, it'll be done



--Right back at the office--

PM: Hey guys, this is our new project....(rants on)

Lead Dev: (in a world of indescribable world) You mean you agreed to that? That's impossible

PM: Just get it done



I wish non coding PM's asked their devs before agreeing to some alien like features
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				            - The PDF you are sending is wrong - said the boss.

- Why? -

- Client says that it is not complete. -

I check the pdf, nothing missing.

- I don't understand -

- The client only sees a part of it, this corner -

- Client should zoom out pdf reader -

				            
				            

				        
				        

				        
				        
				            undefined
				            
				            truestory
				            
				        

				        

				    	
				    

				    

				    
				
	

				    
				        
				        19

				        
				    
					
					
					
						
						
							
								

								
									AlgoRythm

									
										50830

										
									

								

							
							3y

							
						

						
				        
				            Holy shit.



I went to uninstall Adobe Acrobat because our organization uses another PDF reader and now I keep getting annoying pop-ups from Adobe like "update failed" and "license expired".



This PDF READER... USES 7.1 GIGABYTES OF STORAGE.



We talk about Video games being bloated today but HOLY FUCK. This is literally JUST A PDF READER WHAT THE FUCK.



Can't do screenshot cus work PC.
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				            I really enjoy my old Kindle Touch rather than reading long pdf's on a tablet or desktop. The Kindle is much easier on my eyes plus some of my pdf's are critical documents needed to recover business processes and systems. During a power outage a tablet might only last a couple of days even with backup power supplies, whereas my Kindle is good for at least 2 weeks of strong use.

 

Ok, to get a pdf on a Kindle is simple - just email the document to your Kindle email address listed in your Amazon –Settings – Digital Content – Devices - Email. It will be <<something>>@kindle.com.

 

But there is a major usability problem reading pdf's on a Kindle. The font size is super tiny and you do not have font control as you do with a .MOBI (Kindle) file. You can enlarge the document but the formatting will be off the small Kindle screen. Many people just advise to not read pdf's on a Kindle. devRanters never give up and fortunately there are some really cool solutions to make pdf's verrrrry readable and enjoyable on a Kindle

 

There are a few cloud pdf- to-.MOBI conversion solutions but I had no intention of using a third party site my security sensitive business content. Also, in my testing of sample pdf's the formatting of the .MOBI file was good but certainly not great.

 

So here are a couple option I discovered that I find useful:

 

Solution 1) Very easy. Simply email the pdf file to your Kindle and put 'convert' in the subject line. Amazon will convert the pdf to .MOBI and queue it up to synch the next time you are on wireless. The final e-book .MOBI version of the pdf is readable and has all of the .MOBI options available to you including the ability for you to resize fonts and maintain document flow to properly fit the Kindle screen. Unfortunately, for my requirements it did not measure-up to Solution 2 below which I found much more powerful.

 

Solution 2) Very Powerful. This solution takes under a minute to convert a pdf to .MOBI and the small effort provides incredible benefits to fine tune the final .MOBI book. You can even brand it with your company information and add custom search tags. In addition, it can be used for many additional input and output files including ePub which is used by many other e-reader devices including The Nook.

 

The free product I use is Calibre.  Lots of options and fine control over documents. I download it from calibre-ebook.com. Nice UI. Very easy to import various types of documents and output to many other types of formats such as .MOBI, ePub, DocX, RTF, Zip and many more. It is a very powerful program. I played with various Calibre options and emailed the formatted .MOBI files to my Kindle. The new files automatically synched to the Kindle when I was wireless in seconds. Calibre did a great job!! 

 

The formatting was 99.5% perfect for the great majority of pdf’s I converted and now happily read on my Kindle. Calibre even has a built-in heuristic option you can try that enables it to figure out how to improve the formatting of the raw pdf.  By default it is not enabled. A few of the wider tables in my  business continuity plans I have to scroll on the limited Kindle screen but I was able to minimize that by sizing the fonts and controlling the source document parameters.

 

Now any pdf or other types of documents can be enjoyed on a light, cheap, super power efficient e-reader. Let me know if this info helped you in any way.
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				            I think that two criterias are important:



- don't block my productivity

- author should have his userbase in mind



1) Some simple anti examples:



- Windows popping up a big fat blue screen screaming for updates. Like... Go suck some donkey balls you stupid shit that's totally irritating you arsehole.

- Graphical tools having no UI concept. E.g. Adobes PDF reader - which was minimalized in it's UI and it became just unbearable pain. When the concept is to castrate the user in it's abilities and call the concept intuitive, it's not a concept it's shit. Other examples are e.g. GEdit - which was severely massacred in Gnome 3 if I remember correctly (never touched Gnome ever again. I was really put off because their concept just alienated me)

- Having an UI concept but no consistency. Eg. looking at a lot of large web apps, especially Atlassian software.

Too many times I had e.g. a simple HTML form. In menu 1 you could use enter. In menu 2 Enter does not work. in another menu Enter works, but it doesn't submit the form it instead submits the whole page... Which can end in clusterfuck.

Yaaayyyy.

- Keyboard usage not possible at all.

It becomes a sad majority.... Pressing tab, not switching between form fields. Looking for keyboard shortcuts, not finding any. Yes, it's a graphical interface. But the charm of 16 bit interfaces (YES. I'm praising DOS interfaces) was that once you memorized the necessary keyboard strokes... You were faster than lightning. Ever seen e.g. a good pharmacist, receptionist or warehouse clerk... most of the software is completely based on short keyboard strokes, eg. for a receptionist at a doctor for the ICD code  / pharmaceutical search et cetera.

- don't poop rainbows. I mean it.

I love colors. When they make sense. but when I use some software, e.g. netdata, I think an epilepsy warning would be fair. Too. Many. Neon. Colors. -.-



2) It should be obvious... But it's become a burden.



E.g. when asked for a release as there were some fixes... Don't point to the install from master script. Maybe you like it rolling release style - but don't enforce it please. It's hard to use SHA256 hash as a version number and shortening the hash might be a bad idea.



Don't start experiments. If it works - don't throw everything over board without good reasons. E.g. my previous example of GEdit: Turning a valuable text editor into a minimalistic unusable piece of crap and calling it a genius idea for the sake of simplicity... Nope. You murdered a successful product.

Gnome 3 felt like a complete experiment and judging from the last years of changes in the news it was an rather unsuccessful one... As they gave up quite a few of their ideas.



When doing design stuff or other big changes make it a community event or at least put a poll up on the github page. Even If it's an small user base, listen to them instead of just randomly fucking them over.

--

One of my favorite projects is a texteditor called Kate from KDE.



It has a ton of features, could even be seen as a small IDE. The reason I love it because one of the original authors still cares for his creation and ... It never failed me. I use Kate since over 20 years now I think... Oo



Another example is the git cli. It's simple and yet powerful. git add -i is e.g. a thing I really really really love. (memorize the keyboard shortcuts and you'll chunk up large commits faster than flash.



Curl. Yes. The (http) download tool. It's author still cares. It's another tool I use since 20 years. And it has given me a deep insight of how HTTP worked, new protocols and again. It never failed me. It is such a fucking versatile thing. TLS debugging / performance measurements / what the frigging fuck is going on here. Take curl. Find it out.



My worst enemies....



Git based clients. I just hate them. Mostly because they fill the niche of explaining things (good) but completely nuke the learning of git (very bad). You can do any git action without understanding what you do and even worse... They encourage bad workflows.

I've seen great devs completely fucking up git and crying because they had really no fucking clue what git actually does. The UI lead them on the worst and darkest path imaginable. :(



Atlassian products. On the one hand... They're not total shit. But the mass of bugs and the complete lack of interest of Atlassian towards their customers and the cloud movement.... Ouch. Just ouch.



I had to deal with a lot of completely borked up instances and could trace it back to a bug tracking entry / atlassian, 2 - 3 years old with the comment: vote for this, we'll work on a Bugfix. Go fuck yourself you pisswads.



Microsoft Office / Windows. Oh boy.

I could fill entire days of monologues.

It's bad, hmkay?



XEN.

This is not bad.

This is more like kill it before it lays eggs.

The deeper I got into XEN, the more I wanted to lay in a bathtub full of acid to scrub of the feelings of shame... How could anyone call this good?!?????
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				            Ok now I'm gonna tell you about my "Databases 2" exam. This is gonna be long.



I'd like to know if DB designers actually have this workflow. I'm gonna "challenge" the reader, but I'm not playing smartass. The mistakes I point out here are MY mistakes.



So, in my uni there's this course, "Databases 2" ("Databases 1" is relational algebra and theoretical stuff), which consist in one exercise: design a SQL database.



We get the description of a system. Almost a two pages pdf. Of course it could be anything. Here I'm going to pretend the project is a YouTube clone (it's one of the practice exercises).



We start designing a ER diagram that describes the system. It must be fucking accurate: e.g. if we describe a "view" as a relationship between the entities User and Video, it MUST have at least another attribute, e.g. the datetime, even if the description doesn't say it. The official reason?



"The ER relationship describes a set of couples. You can not have two elements equal, thus if you don't put any attribute, it means that any user could watch a video only once. So you must put at least something else."



Do you get my point? In this phase we're not even talking about a "database", this is an analysis phase.



Then we describe the type dictionary. So far so good, we just have to specify the type of any attribute.



And now... Constraints.

Oh my god the constraints. We have to describe every fucking constraint of our system. In FIRST ORDER LOGIC. Every entity is a set, and Entity(e) means that an element e belongs to the set Entity. "A user must leave a feedback after he saw a video" becomes like



For all u,v,dv,df,f ( User(u) and Video(v) and View(u, v, dv) and feedback(u, v, f) ) ---> dv < df



provided that dv and df are the datetimes of the view and the feedback creation (it is clear in the exercise, here seems kinda cryptic)



Of course only some of the constraints are explicitly described. This one, for example, was not in the text. If you fail to mention any "hidden" constraint, you lose a lot of points. Same thing if you not describe it correctly.



Now it's time for use cases.

You start with the usual stickman diagram. So far so good.

Then you have to describe their main functions.



In first order logic. Yes.



So, if you got the point, you may think that the following is correct to get "the average amount of feedback values on a single video" (1 to 5, like the old YT).

(let's say that feedback is a relationship with attribute between User and Video



getAv(Video v): int

   Let be F = { va | feedback(v, u, va) } for any User u

   Let av = (sum forall f in F) / | F |

   return av



But nope, there's an error here. Can you spot it (I didn't)?



F is a set. Sets do not have duplicates! So, the F set will lose some feedback values!  I can not define that as a simple set!



It has to be a set of couples, like (v, u), where v is the value and u the user; this way we can have duplicate feedback values in our set.



This concludes the analysis phase. Now, the design.



Well we just refactor everything we have done until now. Is-a relations become relationships, many-to-many relationships get an "association entity" between them, nothing new.

We write down on paper every SQL statement to build any table, entity or not. We write down every possible primary key or foreign key. The constraint that are not natively satisfied by SQL and/or foreign keys become triggers, and so on.



This exam is considered the true nightmare at our department. I just love it.



Now my question is, do actually DB designers follow this workflow? Or is this just a bloody hard training in Pai Mei style?
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				            At my previous job I was working with cliets as a support for our application. One client had problem printing invoice so they caled. Was web application so invoice was first converted to PDF then you would print it. 

I ask client if they have Abobe Reader installed. Her response was some thing like that: " I don't know what are you saying. Its is like you are talking chines." 

I asked for remote access, fix problem.



 Still don't know how they managed to use application.

				            
				            

				        
				        

				        
				        
				            undefined
				            
				        

				        

				    	
				    

				    

				    
				
	

				    
				        
				        7

				        
				    
					
					
					
						
						
							
								

								
									code-runner

									
										32

										
									

								

							
							3y

							
						

						
				        
				            My monday started with boss calling me at 0730 asking if I could do a support-mission at the offices of the local landfill - this because 2 of the support people had called in sick and we where short on manpower. RIGHT! I said, with a sense of dread and disbelief. ended up spending much of the day there. fixing everything from default reader of pdf to calibration of mouse sensitivity.

 

It's not like I need to code or anything, since I am working on two different projects and in competition of a third. Finally came back to the office after been at the landfill until lunch and got another support mission; this time internal mission. namely write out from our companys database and import the data to an absolute atrocity called PowerBI so our accountant get the numbers......... FINE!!! I'll do that too, but dont come to me and cry when the project delivery date gets postponed into eternity!!!
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				            Fuck Apache TIKA.

Its supposed to be a "universal file reader" or some shit. Im trying to use it as a PDF/image parser that does OCR when needed and yelds a full-file string. It does so, but the text ends up being IN THE WRONG FUCKING ORDER.

WTF would I want to parse the text out of a PDF in any order that is not the one the text is supposed to be read?!?!

"It is more efficient to work in random ordering", says the docs. No shit, really? Wouldn't it be even more efficient to just spit out random strings? Just as useful and 100% CPU-bound.

"You can add a property to forcefully put the text in the right order". THEN WHY THE FUCK IT IS NOT THE DEFAULT SETTING?

Srsly, what's the use case to a parser that yields scrambled text?!?
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				            Imagine a billion-dollar company fails to think of putting a simple "jump to page number" feature in their PDF reader.



Google Drive PDF reader for Android.
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				            Some professors at my university just come to the class and read out the pdf/slides.



Now I know how came the idea of Audio Books and Text-to-speech PDF readers !!!
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				            A certain person deserves nothing better than the signs of the tires of a full-speed heavy truck tatooed on her  face (even though, I admit, it could be an improvement to the overall aesthetic). Especially when she wants to push the office (1 week before the vacations and with no real urgency, while there a tons of other jobs that are way more urgent) to modify one by one some field in the data of 5500 customers only because SHE (and only she) has a bonus, when everything could be solved with a fucking simple sql update and we only need a simple approval for that from the company of the project management software. All of this while she spends the time planning her own vacations in internet, or complaining about EVERYTHING, including the colour of the icons of her pdf reader (30 min complaints about a stupid icon). Responsible my ass.
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				            Ok so I had to make a revision on a PDF with JS that was being tested to fix some bugs, I hadn't touched it or Acrobat Reader for more than a month I think but I could work on it well back then.

I had to see the problem first so when I go and open it with Adobe Reader, it crashes. Weird. I can't get it to work.

Well I'm reinstalling it then.

After downloading the (now correct, I tried to use an old one I had and lost some time) installer, I tried to install it and it asked me to close Outlook and Excel. Weirder.

I do, and after finishing it said "you have a newer version, open it?". Super weird. Of course when I accepted it didn't work.

I uninstall my current installation and while uninstalling it asks me to close Chrome. Ok now I'm not ok with this shit.

Adobe wtf?

I needed to fix it in some minutes and it ended up taking hours.
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				            Need Recommendation : Reader. 



Planning to start reading again after quite some time.



What's the simplest(cheapest) reader can I go for?

-Should not strain eyes. 

-portable. 

-Don't need any fancy feature (not even WIFI or market place) 

-I do already have epubs of most books that I want to read.

-Should be able to bookmark 

-while a built-in dictionary & light would be great, its not a necessity.



Dont want to get  something higher end unless I get:

- Improved pdf experience. 

- Hassle free way to read manga/comics. (mainly manga)
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				            Fucking hate to explain basic shit to computer illiterate. Usually I don't mind, but right know I working on the project, want to automate one thing I need to do every morning, put two numbers to web page(I will explain details maybe in next rant). So I am only one who fix, buys computers, printer(for some problems I call for other repair man.). Generally speaking working as IT guy. Firm has like 50 computers, some of them has SCADA software. Some computers have Win 7, some win 8 and others win 10, can't upgrade those computers, not enough money(I can deal with this problem). And yes, computer buying is not the fastest, easiest thing too. Because is public firm, I need to do public buying(I don't know how to translate to english), and most of the time wins the lowest price, I am ok with that. But I can't on item specification write I want that model pc or it components. Example: I can't write I want intel processor, however I can write number of cores, frequency. But it's not that bad, usually i have template for all things I buy.  One of the worst thing is this, our firm bought new bookkeeping software version, old version was using visual foxpro framework. Good thing I didn't initiate the purchase, because right know I would be jobless, not because I would be fired, but because our senior accountant would drive me crazy. In fact accountants drive me crazy, but I can handle it for now. As I wrote before our form has about 120 workers, major part of workers are old, like my parents age. (I am 28 btw. Mom is 55.). As you all know what happens if you say you work with computers. So our accountants are like 60 years old, got new program, don't know how to work with it, and they ask me how to do certain things. if I don't know how to I ask program's support, every question is like 90 Eur. So in short accountants expect I should know their work and how program works. If I try say something they don't like, they try to make my day hard. Next thing is our billing program. Man that worked before me done some payments import.  And when I came everyone expect me to do that.   Ok I did that because that people working with billing program would probably fuck it up. And I semi automated that, so I don't mind that much. Sometimes that program fucks up, like it happened yesterday, it send email invoices attachment without filename. Example: people got this attachment ".pdf"(no filename, only extension), And if you save it you need do OPEN WITH command and then select pdf reader or rename file (I don't know what easier). And surprise surprise our firm, customer support redirects all phone calls, emails to me. But I did explain to customer support what to say to people. Still they redirect it to me.

PS: This is my first job after school. I work as part time. 

TL;DR Thinking my life, carrier choices.  accountants are not the nicest people.
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		                    Why do some devs who work for corpos have a superiority complex?

“Oh I cannot imagine working on a small te... [read more]
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